









August 18, 2011
Dear Parents,


Welcome to Curriculum Night!


I am delighted to be teaching Third Grade at Mountain View.  I have enjoyed welcoming the children into our “Wildcats” class.  Thank you for entrusting your very precious children to me!


Third grade is a critical year.  We will work hard to deliver the curriculum appropriately and prepare your child for the required testing.  We also intend to have fun as we learn!


Please feel free to contact me at any time during the school year with any questions or concerns.  I am confident that together we will make this a great year for the children.








Sincerely,








Ms. Maggie Paon





Margaret.paon@cobbk12.org 
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THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR JOINING ME THIS EVENING!

Personal Biography

Maggie Paon

I was born and raised in Chicago, IL.  After graduating from the University of Illinois in 1976, I taught Kindergarten, 1st grade, and 2nd grade in Decatur, IL.


I have three children.  My son Alex is 30, and my daughters Katie and Bridget are 27 and 25.  Alex and his wife Crystal live in Kennesaw.   Katie lives in Vinings.  Bridget and my adorable 3 ½ year old granddaughter, Taylor Marie, live with me. Lucius and Annie, our cats, and Cali, our dog, complete the busy household. 

After staying home when my children were young, I returned to teaching 21 years ago.  Before coming to Mtn. View in 1992, I taught 1st grade at Timber Ridge Elementary for 2 years. I have taught 1st grade, 2nd grade, and 3rd grade here at Mtn. View.

I completed my Master's Degree in Early Childhood Education in 1997 and my Specialists degree in Early Childhood Education through Georgia State University in 2004. I feel that going back to school has enabled me to explore current trends in education, and has helped me define my teaching philosophy and practices. I gained National Board Certification in Nov., 2004.

I feel fortunate to be teaching at Mtn. View!  Over the years, I have received remarkable support from parents and staff.  I find that each year the children present new challenges to me as an educator.  Each year also brings a tremendous sense of personal reward, as I see the children grow academically, emotionally, and socially.

Mission and Vision


My vision as an educator is to encourage and provide for maximum learning in my students.  My mission is to provide a safe environment where my students can learn academically, emotionally, and socially.  All decisions that I make in our classroom must be based upon the best interest of my students' learning.  My ultimate wish is to plant the seeds for self-directed, life-long learning in my students.  My goal is to foster a love of learning in the hearts of the children I teach.

Letters to Ms. Paon

To help me get to know your child, I am asking that you write me a letter.  Please tell me about your child’s strengths and personality, and how he/she approaches learning.  In addition, please let me know if you have any concerns, either academically or socially.


You may use the sheet we’ve provided.  Thank you in advance for taking the time to share with me!

Standardized Testing


Standardized tests are administered in the fall and spring in third grade.  Students will take the Cogat (cognitive abilities) and ITBS (basic skills achievement) tests  October  5 - 14.  The CRCT (standards based assessment) is administered in April.


Please see that your child is well rested and has a full and nutritious breakfast on testing days.  You may also want to send a heavier snack on those days.

Homework

The intent of third grade homework is to provide practice and reinforcement of skills introduced at school.  Homework is not optional – it is a requirement.  Please provide an appropriate setting and time for your child to do homework.  At this age, some of the homework activities will require parental involvement.  I feel that our ultimate goal for this year, however, should be to encourage an increasing amount of student accountability for the completion of homework. Fines will be given for missing homework assignments.  (In other words, I won’t accept the excuse “My mom didn’t tell me to do the homework.”  As I tell them, “Your mom is not in 3rd grade.  It’s not her homework.”)  Having said that, if your family has a hectic evening and homework was not completed, I will accept a note from you stating so and your child can have an additional night to complete the assignment.  Your child will have an average of thirty minutes homework per night (not counting nightly reading), Monday-Thursday.  As time goes on, your child will not be required to write “20 min. reading” and “10 min. math facts practice” in their agendas.  This does not mean they don’t have to do their nightly reading and facts practice. 
This year I am also asking that as part of nightly homework your child sharpens two pencils at home to use in class the following day.  They should bring home pencils to be sharpened each day.  I’m hoping that giving the kids the responsibility for having sharp pencils will lessen the instructional time lost to pencil sharpening and also preserve our “fragile” pencil sharpener.  We will, of course, have “back-up” pencils to use at school as needed.
I have listed below an outline of homework.  Your child will write the nightly assignments in his/her agenda.  Please sign your child’s agenda nightly.

Reading:


The expectation is that your child reads 20 minutes per night.  Your child will bring home a Reading Log for at home reading next Monday.  The expectation is that your child completes three log entries each week.  Reading logs will be due the end of every week.  I will be giving each child an individual reading range, and will encourage them to check out books at their reading level.  

Spelling:

Spelling homework will begin the week of Sept. 12th.  Your child will have a Spelling homework binder.  Each week students will be recording words they need to practice in their binders. We will practice the three homework activities in class.  Spelling binders will be due on Thursdays.  

Math:



One or two reinforcement worksheets will usually be assigned each week.  Math homework will be due the end of the week.  In addition, 10 min. of nightly facts practice is expected. 

We are working on mastering basic addition/subtraction facts this quarter.  Mastery is accurately completing 90 or more facts in 10 min. or less.  In addition, your child will work on the multiplication facts of 0, 1, 2, 4, 5, and 10 this quarter.  I’ve included a multiplication table in your packet.  Mastery is accurately completing 36 or more facts in 4 min. or less.
Social Studies,  Science, and Health: 


This year our third grade classes will be “team teaching” the Social Studies and Science curriculum.  I will be teaching Science to our class, and Mrs. Hollar will be teaching Social Studies.  We will begin instruction next week.  Our first Science unit is “Rocks and Minerals”, and the first Social Studies unit is “Ancient Greece”.  Study guides will generally be sent home before end of unit quizzes.

Unfinished work:

I will sometimes send home unfinished assignments on Fridays.  Your child will need to return the completed work by Monday.  If your family has a busy week-end and your child needs more time, just let me know.  If they do need to bring home unfinished work, I will tell them to write so in their agendas.  I will also tell them it is their responsibility to let you know they have some work to catch-up on Friday, not Sunday evening.

Weekly checked work


I will generally send home checked or graded work on Thursdays.  Please sign the attached note and return it in your child’s yellow folder on Friday.
Discipline Plan


As the children develop socially and emotionally this year, I will plan to increase their responsibilities and encourage growth in self-control.  I believe that children need to see the connection between privileges and behavior, and that all behavior carries with it consequences.  If children see this connection, misbehavior can be an opportunity for learning.


To reinforce positive class-wide behavior, I use praise and a reward system.  Positive weekly behavior and work habits are rewarded with “Wildcat dollars” which the students enter in their checkbooks.  The students will be able to spend their earnings at our class “Gift Gallery” at the end of the 9 weeks.


In addition your child has the opportunity to earn money individually.  Some opportunities include: spelling bonus words correctly on spelling dictation, “outstanding” handwriting on dictation tests, returning homework on time, keeping a clean and organized desk, and making their AR goal.


“Fines” will be imposed for breaking class agreements or school rules.  In addition, minor fines will be imposed for such things as not putting a name on paper, not turning in homework, yellow folders, etc.  This, again, is to encourage the children to become more independent and responsible.  I feel confident that the children will maintain positive checkbook balances!



I will let you know if I become concerned over your child’s behavior.  If a pattern of misbehavior appears, we will call for a parent-teacher, and/or parent-student-teacher conference.


To encourage student problem solving, I encourage the use of “I Messages”.  When using “I Messages” students have the opportunity to tell each other how they feel, why they feel that way, and what they want changed.  By using this technique, children learn to handle many interpersonal problems on their own.


I am happy to say that my “Wildcats” seem well on the way to developing a community spirit and co-operative work habits.  I look forward to a great year together!

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION

Scholastic Book Club:

Throughout the year, you will have the opportunity to order paperback books for your child through the Scholastic Book Club.  All checks need to be made payable to Scholastic Book Club. 

Snack Bank:

If a child happens to forget to bring a snack, he/she may borrow a snack.  We ask that you promptly pay back the snack bank.  Please make every effort to send a nutritious snack with your child each day.
Lunch:
        
Please be aware that you may limit and/or block the “extra” items your child purchases at lunch.  
Birthdays:

For your child's birthday, he/she may bring in a special snack for the class (cupcakes, cookies, lollipops, etc.).  No cakes or party favors, please.  The treats will be served in the lunchroom.

  Because invitations for parties cannot be passed out at school (unless you are inviting the entire class), refer to our class address list to mail invitations.

Class BLOG:


I will update our class BLOG throughout the year.  You can access the BLOG through the Mtn. View website.  Click on the link to 3rd grade teachers, and then click on my name.  You can receive notice by e-mail of new postings.  Simply click on the “subscribe to BLOG” link on the left side of the BLOG page.  I will post monthly newsletters and class projects throughout the year.  If you would like a hard copy of the monthly newsletters, please let me know in writing.  I’ll be glad to send them home with your child.

Online Resources:


You can access web-sites that I have bookmarked on the “Ikeepbookmarks” website.


Go to:  www.ikeepbookmarks.com 


Account: mtnview3


No password required, simply click on “login” after entering the account name.

Parent Volunteers:


Thank you for your enthusiastic responses to the volunteer form! I appreciate all your offers to help so very much! I will certainly be calling upon you for help during the year. 


